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UN UNROLL! IE NT PREDICTION:
10,000 STUDENTS BY 1980
MISSOULA--
Ten tnousand students may be attending the University of Montana in 1980 UM Registrar 
Leo Smith says.
According to projections of enrollment the number of students attending the University 
will increase by 2,000 in the next ten years.
The projection of 10,000 students is part of the same prediction which includes an
inaccurate forecast for'this year,so Smith says he isn't sure how high enrollment might 
be by 1980.
Smith said that if the current growth trend continues at UM at the average rate of 
the last three years, the Missoula campus enrollment could be as high as 15,000 by 1980.
He said enrollment projections are not completely accurate because of the many fluc­
tuating factors which contribute to enrollment each quarter.
"For instance," he said, "this year a student enrollment of 7,200 was predicted, but 
our gross enrollment turned out to be over 8,000.
"Because of changing factors such as the number of college-age students, the attitudes
about the importance of a college education, the growth of enrollments in technical schools
and current economic trends, we are never sure what will happen regarding the UM student 
population," Smith said.
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